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in bright yellow sweatshirts and
glearning smiles, 18 younpsters on a
stage in the middle of a restaurant sang
out their purpose: "“Lookin' for boo
kin's, what you get 15 what you see!”
while casting directors (n the audience
watched and mothers beamed.

The setting was a littie place special.
ieing in sweets called "*Something Dif.
ferent.' on First Avenue tetween TTh
and 78th Streets. Usually, the restau-
runt — biiled a3 "New York's first des
sert pightciud®' — features singing
adult waiters and waltresses, But this
occasion was a session of "Begin
nings,"’ a showcase for Lalented zingers
between the ages of 7 and 17, most of
thern working professionals. "*Begin-
nings™ is staged at the rrsuu;mt
eve turday and Monday at 7 P.M.
mdr;mﬂ.l
mits

Sa
s at 33 and 5:30. (No ad-
ton charge, but there's & 4 mind-
mum except for the Monday event).

More than 100 children are in the
repertory program, including some al-
ready successful performers. Allison
Smith, for instance, who now has the
title role of "*Annie’' on Broadway was
..masme;mfomm the other day —
s amall 10-year-old with short red hatr,
delicate features and a dead-on-pilch
voice that seemed capable of shalter.
tg the glass front waol) of " Something
Dilferent.”

The children perform Lo further their
careers; they and the(r parents know
that directors and agents looking for
young talent are inwvited to altend and
are in the audience. And if any of the
youngsters felt less than contident the
clher day, none let it show.

Taking her turn after the Introduc.
tory ensemble song, Diona Barrows, a
J4-year-old with blond pigtails, satona
high stoed in frent of the studio ptane for
the opening of her song, hand mike beld
with accustomed ease, then jumped
from her perch for an animated rendi.
tion of *'Jeepers, Creepers.”

Larm Berk, B'5 and tiny, with red
wool bows dividing her halr, sang
“You're Driving Me Crazy'' in a clear
rasal volce, getting down on one knee
at one polnt &s & waitress figgicd atam-
bovrine.

John Morgal, 8, bounded about the

Jitdde 2o 40 facing one half ot iTe At
gnce then tuiwing o the ather, eycs
wids with enthus/asm, singing 'Smile,
Dum Ya, Smile,” which bt ended with
anexubserun! “yeah!"’

Playing plano accon, paniment and
introducing each perferm. = (*'and now
a young man from tandge, Md, a
very, very dynamic fellow, plc zae pit
your hands together for Joatthan
Ward'') was Peter Sklar, wha Lhovight
up the showcase venture.

Mr. Skiar, a 3l-year-cld studio plan-
ist and former community theater di-
rector, foundod "Beginnings™ four
months ago with Pabncia Young, the
owner of *'Something Different.”

*“] felt there was a need,” be ex-
platned. "New York has the (op thes-
ters and commercials, fliming (s
bevoming more important here, and it
is the modeling capital. You've pot kids
in ali those tevels and there was
nothing that drew all of them togeth-
er.”

This was a way {0 make them visible
[0 prospective employers and also add
an entertainment feafure for the res
taurant. Participants in the program,
who generully perform about omce
every other week, also take part in non-

biie discussion groups, which Mr.

xlar tapes and which he and a partner
tope to use for a mustcal about chuldren
in show business.

*“Kids are very, very hol right now,
You tatk to any sgent or producer,
they 're looking for kids,” observed Mr.
Shlar, who has a master's degree in
education from Harvard and whd also
altended Juilliard. Why this interest i
youth? "“Pait of It Is nostalgle,” he re-
flected, "and part of it is because kids
sell. Madison Avenue s discovering
Lhis; you believe & kid [n a commercial,

The young performers in *
nings'' do not get pald. They do, how-
ever, get free coaching by vocal spe-
cialists as well 83 by speclatists in mﬁ-
ing and chareagraphy before going
front of the ealing public at “'Soene-
thing Different.” "it's a tradegit,”
Mr. Sidar zaid, noting that several of
the children have obtained jobs as & re-
sult of the thowcase. b

He 13 adamant about the **
phy" of *‘Beginninga.’* The child with
the most commercial appeal, he sald,
is the child whose unique and natural
appeal is brought out. That means,
among other things, being a child, pota
miniature adult, he said. He pointed out
that the songs he chooses for them are
not love songs or “Barbra Streisand
numbers,‘* but sultable fare. The other
day, for example, the program |n.
cluded two songs [from ‘'Sesame
Street,” and the line "'['ve pot my
man” from Gershwin's “I've Got
Rhythm'' was changed to "'I've gol my
dadll'

Show bix, though, has a way of ma-
furing minds. I serlously
started this business when | was
7%, reported Lara Berk, the litile
siy- o with red wool bows, which
means hor professional -Jife began a
year agn. She 13 in the Met litan
Opera’s Children's Choruy and bad an
Off Dradway part in " Really Rosie,”
che zald, adding (hat she did diaper
commercizls tod Jong ago to remem.
et

mmnes
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Jonathan Ward (left), formerty in “Peter Pan,” and Allison Smith, the lead oow in
“Annle," among talented children in the showeass * Beginnings.™ See pags C4,

Megan Forsie of “Evia' appears
In*'Beglnnings'® oo Sunday.

Lara, who hives in Short Fills, N.J .,
seemed cager to chut, revealing that
her father (s a4 psychiatnst and her
mother “*was a social worker but is &
regular mother now " Wha! are Lara's
goals? **1 wunt to sing, durce and act. |
want to be (n "Ann:e’ and | want to do
bigger and better things,” she s.ud.

Stefunie Arn Levy, 14, was a hitle
more refllective about her goals. "l
want to do everything."' she began. *']
want to be a serious actor, but the thing
1 [ove most is performing on stage for
an audience. | think it's in my Mood. 1
like to get a response. My dad says
when I'm not in a show 1'm a normal
moody teen-ager. When | am (n one,
I-m Mm“’ .

Stefanie Ann, who has played an or-

in & road company "Annie’ in
Califomnia, done commerclals and ap-
peared in an American revue in Japan,
made it clear that she was not the prod-
uct of the proverbially pushy stage
mother. “I've always my par-
enls to be an actress,” sald. "My
mom was encouraging, but she aiso
wanted me o have a childhood, to have
& basic togetherness.”” And is the 3
performer together? "l think s0," she
sald with & laugh “'['m u little kookie,
buat...."

Was there nothing she disliked about
show business? "“Well,” Stephanie Ann
considered, "sometimes it gets politi-
cal. And there's the competition, 1
guess. But ] realtzed that, really, being
competitive is just a protective device
because you can get rejected 50 easl-
Iy-"
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