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Thur [haflmn Morming Mewn Joobn Garcla

Producer Peter Sklar
(above), who specializes
in coaching stage and
screen children, gives
Joey Meyers of Canton
the once-over during
Sklar's recent talk at KD
Studio about the
business of being &
child star. A rapt
audience listens (left).

Show

1Z

¢

Star-struck youngsters get
down-to-earth advice

By Jane Sumner
Spacial to The News

Mama Rose 15 dead. The pushy, one-dimensional
stage mama of the musical Gypsy has been replaced
by a smoother, more sophisticated model, Now York
acting coach Peter Skiar says.

“Now you have the mother who says, 'I'm not
pushing my child. Tbis {s her idea. She may be only 3
months old, but she wante to be in show business,’
safil Sklar, who spectalizes in coaching msa and
screen children,

“They know the jargon, all the pat phrases. Stage
mothers haven't changed. They've learned how o
disguise or deny their ambition They know it's dis-
approved of and can hurt their kid's chances,” he
satd.

The independent producer was in Dallas secking
tnlent for his upcoming musical, The Xid Who
Playud the Palace. The show, about an old vaudevil-
Liun whose ideas clash with those of his young stu-
Pleasc see KIDS on Page 1C.

PETER SKLAR’S TIPS

B To parenis: Bo sura tha chilg wanis o try show
biz. “"Why don't parsnis ask their kid up fron
first? 11 they're 80 Quick o cleim ins kid has @
mind af ita own, why den'l 1hey esk him sbout 17"

M Waich for Industry scama. " Beware of any ndl-
dAgusl or organization asking yod lor 8 lal of
money up Iront with tha Implicetion thal Eaey'ne
godng 1o be iha peirma mover in yowr caresr, Tha
prime maver In your carssr ghouk] be & good
agenl, and she showddn't (mke amy money up
fromt.'
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{ M For kids: Look a3 young s possibke for a port-
| lolic and casling sessions. Wead simphe. casual
| clathes. "Ga ns yoursel! and lel the casling par-
! son use (his or her) | Tn.:glnll.'n:nn
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sirangars comes with 1he lerrllory. Skiar's advice:
"Fralead you're a horse or @ palr of $hoes.™

M For youngsters: When reading Yor a commar-
chat, "picture somebody you know In front of you
Imaging what they're waadng, e adcpresslon in
naar wyes. Then try te talk tem info somathing
wsing (e hyla o & commarcial. Commanclal ooy
is by definflon lake The aclor's jeb @ (o lake
somaiing contrived and lake and torm §t iRt
I;.u:.rrn}l:hhn; !JI'IEEH'H )
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M Tha c,a.s'rjnq couch Is stil around. Aveid it.




