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NARHUA — Ifor an
errbiee albernoosn one Satur-
day iy Decomber, Hhe dane-
o stopped ol Jeannine’s
Paneers Stoppe

LInless vou eount Lhe
wily specia] cuest leebarer

3 \ = . ] .
eter :Skh?lr. who has helped mold the careers of Reese Witherspoort  11read Wity procducer and
and Rick Scheoeder to name a few, imparts some show-business

Lol seonl Pelor Sklar,

wisdorm recently to a rapt audience at leannine's Dancers Stoppe in- whose eves daneed as T

MNashua.
Trursnay, DEcEMuER 23, 2004
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st and body Tangiage of
two dozon mostly adoles-
coril femnles and their par-
erils sealadd belave him,

Or e way Bklar—a
nibionally recognized
iLthovity an ebild develop-
tend, calmg digsorders, and
dell-prockatmed *No, 1
cxperd on how te make 1t”
1 the entertzainmaont. indus-
try — waltzed amonyr tho
andience who had »aihiered
at Jeonnine's for two rea-

* Sklar Search in Nashua

Top talent scout offers sage adviee to aspiring young performers

sons: either they really
wanted to [isten to Sklar’s
life-changing career advice
or they winted to be “dis-
coverod” in the same magi-
cal way that Mischa Harton
(Fox TV's The O.C.), Zach-
ery Ty Hrevin rTisndon in
AUCs Hone T prnvement),
el achroder (G S ver
Spoons, NYPD Blue, ole,)
and Recse Witherspoon
(Legally I37onde) benefited

Please s=e SKLAR /2

Triunsoay, Degkasen 23, 2004
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Peter Sklar lnterwews 16yearﬂld Chn stine
Marston of Hudson, left photo, Jennifer
Smith, 13, of Nashua, top photo, after their
auditions. They were two of 10 girls invited to
| attena s performing arts worksnopnext —

sumimer. BROADCASTER PHOTOS / JOHN COLLINS

Sklar & star search comes to Nashua

SKLAR/From Page 1

“'m going to tell  about to deliver the  don’t present it

from having met
Sklar as children.
“By a show of

hands, how many of

you believe I can
actually tell you
right now what the
secret to making it
in the entertain-
ment industry 1s?”
Sklar asks in the
middle of his talk,
having just com-
pletely discounted
looks, luck, talent,
training, connec-
tions or wanting it
real bad as reasons
why someone gets
hired for a part on
stage or screen.
Most audience

members raise their

hands.

“I will tell you
how to make 1t.,”
says oklar, “but
first you must
promise me, swear
to me that you will
do something. It’s
reasonable, won't
hurt you. It’s
morally good, legal
and possible to do
without too much
strain. It's certain
to make you suc-
cessful for your
whole life. So how
many of you would
do 1t?”

More hands go

you some things to
do, which, if you do
these things, you
will make it. You

will be successful
for the rest of your

life. If you do not do
the things I tell you,
you will not make it
no matter how tal-
ented you are, how
good looking you
are, how smart, how
much you want it,
or how many
classes you take.
You will go
nowhere. At least
not for long. Nobody
ever does. Never,

. aver has there been

an exception to
this.”

They promise.

And for the final
30 minutes of Peter
oklar's talk, his -
rapt audience hears
the four vital things
they must do to
become the next
Sarah Jessica
Parker, Ricki Lake
or Ashley Bash-
ioum.

.

[t’s a week before
his New Hampshire
visit and Peter

‘Sklar, who holds a

master’s degree in
child development
from Harvard, is
speaking on a cell

same “Young
Dreams, Fears,
Hopes & Fantasies
of Fame” lecture to
some Florida kids
that his audience at
Jeannine’s Dance
Stoppe in Nashua
and Broadway
Bound in Merri-
mack will hear five
days later. He has
taken a break from
his duties as pro-
ducer of the upcom-

ing Broadway musi-

cal, The Kid Who
Played the Palace,
to give a series of
these talks around
the country for

which he charges no

fee.

“It does two
things for us,”
explains Skiar
about his appear-
ances. “1t gets the
name of the show
out there, and it
gives me a chance
to get oul there as

an educator. And we

do find some kids,

too. ve discovered
quite a few kids at
hese things. But |

heavily like that,
hecause I don’t
want people sitting
there waiting for
the moment when 1
discover their kid. 1
want them there to
listen and to learn
something.”
0
For 90 minutes
in Nashua on Dec.
11, Sklar manages
to hold the atten-
tion of his young
audience of aspiring
dancers, singers,
actresses and their
parents. He does it
by joking about
their looks and the
opposite sex ("Have
yvou noticed that

Please see SKLAR/10
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Top talent scout otfers steps to success

SKLAR/From Page 9

some boys look bet-
ter than others” and
“Who's smarter, boys
or girls?”), He recites
hip-hop lyrics. He
thumb-wrestles a

[ 3-year-old girl in
the front row.

Butit’s all just to
hook them into pay-
ing close attention to
the most important
advice the kids have
vet to or will ever
hear, Sklar claims,
in their budding per-
forming careers.

There is pin-drop
silence in the room
as Sklarimparts the
four most critical
steps the young per-
formers need to take
in order to “make 1t”
in the entertain-
ment industry.

It’s the third of
Sklar’s four steps —
after being self-
aware and take care
of yourself — that
causes his young
fernale audience to
shift uncomfortably
in their seats.

“Giet rid of the
boyfriend,” he says.
“No hoyfriends until
vou're at least 25 and
vou've had some
measure of success
i the business.,
Careers and rela-
Lionships do nol mix.
[f dumping the
boyiriend 1s unthinik-
able, vou do not have
the mentality to pur-
sue this career.”

Sklar concludes
his talk with step
number four, which
ig to “politely and
respectfully ignore
the adwvice of every
single grownup 1m

-

your life” (long
pause, laughter)
who tells you {he fol-
lowing: “There’s so
much competition in
the performing arts,
you really need to
have something else
to fall back on.”
“That’s the way 1t
works, boys and
girls,” Sklar con-
cludes. “You know,

" there are worse

things that you
could do with your
life than become an
accountant, or a doc-
tor, or lawyer, except
if what you really
wanied was to
become a performer.
And then you walke
up one day, and
you’re 40 or 60 years
old, and it’s too late.
That, kids, in the
words of the immor-
tal Beavis and
Buithead, ‘will suck
like nothing has
sucked before.”

He calls for a five-
minute brealk to
allow people to leave
if they decide it’s not
for them. Most stick
around to take up
sklar’s offer for an
on-the-spot andi-
Lion, By the end of
the alternoon he
invites 10 of the
rirls at Jeannine’s to
attend his eritically
accelaimed nine-day
performing arts
workshop that he
has been conducted
in upstate New York
PVERY Sunimer since
1984,

.

Danece studio
owner Jeannine Mar-
tin was grateful for
Sklar’s appearance.

“He gaid a lotof
things that really
make sense, and a lol,
of what us (Dancers’
Stoppe instructors)
say all the tinc. Hie
advice 18 somethinge
kids can use fora
IE}Hg-H“JEd carcer :i rici
I do hope they
remembet it.”

Martin says she
fears that many of
the kids are aptte
let Sklar’s advice go
in one ear and out
the other.

“Because, unfor-
tunately, L know a
lot of them don’t
want to hear this.
They want (success)
now. Today. They
don’t want to have
to do things that
they have to keep
worlking on their
whole life. ©




